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up, respecting the Japanese vessel. He said it was desir-
able we should take it. I inquired if it would not involve
us in difficulty with Japan, and whether we were really
acting in good faith. "Oh," he said, "the money should
be returned to them whenever they made a demand, but
if they got such a vessel they would begin to play the
pirate and raise the devil."

The President seemed disinclined to interest himself in
the matter, indicating, I thought, that Seward had set-
tled the question with him, and that my objections would
not be likely to prevail. Fessenden made one inquiry, and
Dennison another, each of a general character but indi-
cating a concurrence with me, and Seward made haste to
turn off and introduce another topic.

Thurlow Weed and Lansing, the brother-in-law of
Pruyn, are awaiting the action of the government. They
have, and for two years have had, $800,000 in gold be-
longing to the Japanese in their hands, and it is an im-
portant question to them.

December 5, Monday. Congress convened. A quorum
present in each house, but the President did not send in
his message. I had calls from many Members. All in good
spirits and hopeful.

Mr. Seward sent for my perusal a draught of an execu-
tive order forbidding the Japanese vessel from leaving,
and authorizing the Navy Department to purchase. I dis*
like this thing in every aspect, and am not disposed to be
mixed up with it. Some weeks since application was made
for a survey and appraisal of this vessel. This was ordered,
as is usual in all cases, and without any connection with
the government or the Japanese. The Board valued her at
$392,000, and at this price we, under direction of the
President at the solicitation of Seward, agreed to take her.
These late government movements make it embarrassing.
I declined to give any opinion or make any suggestion in
regard to the executive order, but said orally to the clerk